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INTRODUCTION METHODS

* Demand for podiatry services, relative to workforce size, is affecting Online survey Online workshops
sustainability and limiting the capacity to meet diverse clinical needs’-3

* Despite this growing demand, undergraduate podiatry enrolments have
experienced an overall 17.3% decline since 2015’
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RESULTS

‘ ‘ The public do not understand the
importance of foot health and the
positive impact this profession has on
people’s lives. If we can change the
stigma around podiatry, and what we
actually do - this may attract
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To be honest, despite having been to
a podiatrist numerous times in my
life and needing to wear orthotics...
I don’t have a clue about career
options, or what or how long the
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I did not get into medicine,
and | believed that this course
would give me a very similar, if
not the same experience, as
being a medical student
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Figure 1 Thematic map of motivators and barriers for studying podiatry’

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

* Three over-arching themes emerged as fundamental to understanding the motivators and barriers for studying podiatry' (Figure 1)

 There are a variety of factors that motivate, influence and attract students to studying podiatry, however, altruistic reasons are most highly rated’

* Scope of podiatry practice and career opportunities are not clear to people outside of the podiatry profession — findings similar to the UK*?

* There are negative stereotypes and perceptions of the podiatry profession within the community

* Further work is required to reverse the negative stereotypes and perceptions of podiatry and build knowledge of the profession's scope of practice,
career pathways, job prospects and earning potential’
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